
Awards of the Victimology Society of Serbia for the 2025. 

 

Victimology Society of Serbia established three awards in 2009: 

• Award for the contribution to the promotion of victims' rights; 

• Award for the contribution to the development of a non-conflict and a comprehensive 

approach to dealing with war and war crimes “Third Way”; 

• Award to a talented young researcher 

 

The award for contribution to the promotion of victims' rights is awarded to 
individuals or organizations who have significantly contributed through their activities 
and efforts to the promotion of victims’ rights and to achieving main aims of the 
Victimology Society of Serbia. This year, the award for the contribution to the promotion 
of victims' rights is given to Veran Matić. 

Veran Matić is the founder and long-time editor of B92, a radio and television 
station that changed Serbia. He is the editor of the portal javniservis.net, leads the 
Serbian Philanthropy Forum, the B92 Foundation, and the Association of 
Independent Electronic Media. As the envoy of the President of the Republic of 
Serbia, he dealt with the issue of missing persons in the wars with the Republic of 
Croatia, chairs the Commission for the Investigation of Journalists' Murders, and 
coordinates activities related to the protection of journalists. He has received 
numerous domestic and international journalistic awards. He has initiated a 
number of humanitarian and socially significant campaigns, including the 
campaign to build safe houses in Serbia. After the May crimes of 2023, Veran, 
through a series of articles about the children killed at the "Vladislav Ribnikar" 
Primary School and the young victims in Mali Orašje and Dubona, contributed to 
preserving the culture of memory and laid the foundations for the 
memorialization of these events. Through a series of personal initiatives, together 
with the B92 Foundation, he addressed the tasks that the system failed to perform, 
mapping the needs of the direct and indirect victims from Mali Orašje and Dubona, 
and used personal and social resources to address them. He continued his support 
for the victims in various ways even after the canopy collapse in Novi Sad on 
November 1, 2024. With this award, we wish to thank Veran for everything he has 
done and to highlight the significant impact and changes that public figures and 
individuals can make in raising public awareness about violence prevention and 
response, which Veran has repeatedly demonstrated throughout his career. 

Award “Third way” is given to individuals or organizations that, through their activities 
or efforts, have made a special contribution to the development of a non-conflictual and 
comprehensive approach to dealing with the consequences of war and building peace in 
Serbia. This year, the award “Third way” is given to organization Haver Srbija. 

Haver Serbia is an organization that has been working for thirteen years on the 
repair of trauma and the consequences of the Holocaust, as well as the prevention of 
social dynamics of exclusion, discrimination, marginalization, and antisemitism. 
Using methods of informal education and nurturing the culture of remembrance for 
Holocaust victims, Haver Serbia creates safe spaces for mutual listening, 
understanding, and dialogue, directly contributing to the fight against polarization, 



conflict, and hate speech. The intergenerational dialogue encouraged by the 
organization represents a valuable space for the exchange of knowledge and 
experiences that is reparative – both for the Holocaust survivors and their children, 
as well as for contemporary generations, contributing to their deeper understanding 
of the complexities of modern society. Through programs dedicated to the culture of 
remembrance, the organization introduces young people to the importance of 
preserving values such as mutual respect, appreciating diversity, the principle of non-
violence, and the idea of an inclusive society. In other words, only through active 
commitment to understanding the consequences of war (in this case, World War II 
and the Holocaust) is it possible to cultivate the motivation for preventing the 
development of a society of intolerance in contemporary generations, thereby 
preventing further increase in the number of victims as a consequence of exclusion, 
discrimination, marginalization, and antisemitism. 

The Talented Researcher Award is given to young people for particularly high-quality 
scientificresearch work in the field of victimology, with the aim of encouraging young 
people to engage in scientific research work in the field of victimology. This year the 
award was given to: Svetlani Jovanović i Mirni Yousfi for quality work and successfully 
defended Master theses in the field of victimology. 

Svetlana Jovanović completed and successfully defended her Master's thesis titled 
"Obstetric Violence in Serbia." Through this work, she demonstrated her talent for 
research, as well as for applying qualitative methodologies. The topic of her thesis is 
highly relevant. The paper is written in clear language and a style that is accessible 
not only to the scientific and professional community but also to the general public. A 
series of recommendations were given, aimed at improving legal mechanisms of 
protection, as well as educating women and healthcare workers, in order to raise 
awareness of this type of violence and the available protection options. We believe 
that this award will encourage Svetlana to continue her scientific and research work, 
particularly in the field of victimology. 

Mirna Yousfi completed and successfully defended her Master's thesis titled 
"Victimization of Girls in Urban Areas: Risks and Prevention Strategies." Mirna 
demonstrated research curiosity, a strong ability to apply qualitative analysis, and 
effectively linked theory with research findings. The paper is well-structured, written 
in clear language, and provides a solid foundation for further quantitative research, 
as well as for developing measures to prevent the victimization of women and girls in 
urban environments. We believe that this award will serve as an important 
encouragement for Mirna to continue her scientific and research work, particularly in 
the field of victimology. 


